


Characteristics of Effective Learning 

A child’s individual learning characteristic will 
determine the way they respond to both the 
teaching and learning taking place in the 
environment. 

Three characteristics of effective teaching and 
learning identified by the EYFS are: 

• Playing and exploring - children investigate,  
experience things, and ‘have a go’

• Active learning - children concentrate and keep 
on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy 
achievements

• Creating and thinking critically - children have 
and develop their own ideas, make links between 
ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.

We encourage all these characteristics through our 
planning, interactions and learning environments.



Early Years Foundation Stage

At Kingfisher, we believe that the Early Years 
Foundation Stage is vital in securing solid 
foundations for children beginning their journey 
through school. It is our intent that our children 
develop key physical, verbal, cognitive and 
emotional skills whilst embedding a positive 
attitude to school and learning that they will 
continue to build upon each year.

We know that all children are individual with 
their own strengths and needs. We work hard to 
get to know our children’s starting points and 
interests. Then we carefully design our 
curriculum and learning environments to suit all 
needs and stages of development. We aim to 
provide all our children with the broad range of 
opportunities so all can flourish.
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How can you help at home?

Please read with your children! 
Any of these count as reads for 
Boom Reader. One per day. 50 

reads for a prize!

Different types of reading we have 
at school:

Sharing stories – adults to model 
vocab, expression and enjoyment 

in reading

Letting your children choose 
and tell you the story using 

the pictures in their own 
word. It doesn’t matter if 

they can’t read it!

Phonics games – use your 
flashcards to make two and 
three letter words. Work on 
recognising tricky words by 

sight. 

Phonics books – go over the 
sounds and keywords at the 

start. Then encourage blending 
and moving onto reading by 
sight. Finally, discuss what 

you have read. 



Talk, talk and more talk!

Communication and language are the very
foundations of learning and thinking. 

The entire environment a child is immersed 
in contributes to their language development.
Having conversations and modelling those
skills alongside vocabulary is key. 

Also, using the wide range of high-quality 
children’s literature available provides an 
easily accessible context through which to
explore new vocabulary.

What is the impact of early
experiences if some of our
children hear 13 million words
before age 4 and others hear
45 million words?



Fine motor skills

4 year old / 7 year old 

Gross motor skills





Context and 
information on our
current learning

Areas of learning

• Observation Key

• CI = Child initiated

• AI = Adult initiated

• AS = Adult supported

• I = Independent

Tapestry explained







Any questions?


