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Reading at Kingfisher CE Academy

Our vision is to inspire a love of reading and confidence in reading. To achieve our
core vision, our intent is to provide a rigorous and vo'a:essive 'lolm ramme where
ills

children initially LEARN TO READ. Tkey can then use these sk o READ TO LEARN.

At Kingfisher CE Academy, reading is dn intrinsic part of tedching and learning. It
forms a pivotal part of oitr curricilum. We recognise that the skill"of readin

rovides children with access to the world around them and a wealth of knowledge
which will support their learning and development in all other areas.

However, we also believe that reading brings joy dnd experiences that cannot be
achieved in any other wo\a;\ o{iscoverm? new wovlds, refﬁacting on the past and

exploring emotions from the viewpoints of others who are similar and very different.
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Phonics

At Kingfisher, we follow Little Wandle Phonics Scheme, and all teachers and Teaching
Assistants have been trained on how to teach phonics effectively.

Phonological awareness and phonic knowledge is developed as soon as children start in
nursery with Little Wandle Foundations.

All children from Reception to Year 2 take part in a daily phonics lesson. This lesson covers
learning new phonemes and graphemes, blending, spelling and handwriting.

This focus lorovides children with the skills ’ckey need to begin to read and write words,

captions dnd whole sentences as soon as loossible.

From Year 2 onwards, children consolidate their knowleo(ge of the Phonetic Code and learn
ifferent spelling rules and when to apply them.



Early Reading
Children are given fully decodable books that are closely matched to their

developing knowledge 6f Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence and their ability to
J%le{\o(. We use Collins Big Cong Phonics for Little Wandle Letters dnd Sounds Revised
exts.

i i Readi acti i led by a trained b taff take place 3 ti a
KlngflShEl" e mRe,Zr cTice sessions le Y rained member ofs {2{2 e place 3 times

week. These reading sessions usé a matched book and cover three main skills
idecoding prosody and comprehension. The readin Emctice book is them taken
home to practice™fluency, build confidence and cefebrate success.

Once a child has progressed through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised
scheme they will be dble to access ?ree reading books as they will have all the
necessary saills to do so. This is in line with The Reading Framework 2023 but will be
9uio{ed bj a teacher.

| Little (Nlandle | From Year 2 onwards we use Whole Class Reading sessions to teach the necessar
I"-..,IlL [ERS a°5~.|"'~||:)f,..-"I skills of retrieval, f)reo{ictl?on. inference, Summar% to ensure that pupils are able’to
. SOUNDS / understand and read with meaning. The texts used link c|osel%to he writing theme
. REVISED .~ for the term allowing children to make connection and links between themes,
—— authors and between reading and writing.




Developing a love of reading At Kingfisher, children access a range of high-
quality engdging texts dcross a range of genres. These are linked across Suajects
dnd areds of ledrning with teachers sharing and modelling a range of reading
strategies. Our classrooms have mini libraries linked to different carriculum areas.
Kl n fisher Book club takes place once a week in classes and children talk about their chosen

g book and give recommendations. Our two libraries (EYFS & KS1 dnd KS2) are being
developed and in the future will host weekly class sessions as well as being open
after school for parents and carers.

Reading at home Resedrch shows that children who read daily develop reading
fluency at a more rapid rate and become more confident and eloquent writers. we
aspire :‘%o this for all our children and believe that the most important thing
arents dand carers can do at home to help their children achieve is to share books
with them. We encourdge children to read at home daily with their adults but also

recognise our VeSPOF\Sibl“'tj in not reljing on children reo\o{ing at home.
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Impact: On leaving Kingfisher CE Primary Academy
children will:

The |ou.|oi|s at our school will learn to read alCCuwal‘telj and with understanding.
They will understand the importance of this skill.

Because they can read efficiently and effectively, they will have the power to
make the most of opportunities presented to them.
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Phonological awareness and phonic knowledge is developed as soon as children
start in nursery with Little Wandle Foundations, a comlorekensive love-[okonics

rogramme designed to help build strong foundations for reading in Nursery. It
is aligned to the non-statutory quidance in Development Matters and Birth to 5
Matters as well as the Statutory framework for the Early Years foundation stage.
Use it as part of wider provision for Communication and Language, and
Literacy.

It supports children to: - o{evelop their Pkonologico\l awadreness, includin
understanding of rkgme, dlliteration, sgllables, initial and voice sounds, and oral
blending - love stories and rhymes, and learn by heart a bank of familiar
favourites - increase their vocabulary and confidence to talk - improve their

listening and ability to take part in back-and-forth conversations.



