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Government guidance on Systematic Synthetic 
Phonics

 One scheme approach - complete fidelity

 Schemes need to be validated

 Schemes must use a sequence of fully decodable 
books in line with progression of teaching

Little Wandle
Every aspect of phonics and reading included 
in a detailed, thorough and systematic 
approach,

Research and evidence based

Clear progression and spiral so you review 
and revisit regularly

Comprehensive system for identifying and 
supporting children requiring extra help and 
useful support for parents.



How we teach phonics

• Daily short sessions

• Specific order of teaching

• Revisit previously taught sounds and 

words at the beginning of each lesson 

• Teach new graphemes 

• Blending practice with new graphemes

• Writing and Spelling practice. 
Keep up

- short sharp sessions
- same day, same week.















Grow the code



Magic Spell
Year 3 & 4  Spellings



Yr 2



Magic Spell
Year 3 & 4  Spellings



Reading
We want children to

love reading.

Reading 

should

be enjoyable.

We want 

children to 

read

for pleasure.

Learning to read

should be

a positive 

experience.

Reading underpins children’s access to the curriculum 

and clearly impacts on their achievement.  

LEARN TO READ  - READ TO LEARN



Reading Practice
Prior to bringing home a reading 

practice book with carefully matched 

words children may have wordless books 

which develop language skills, teach 

children the layout of books and how to 

handle books.

Once children have a secure knowledge 

of a number of GPCs (Grapheme 

Phoneme Correspondences) and are 

confidently blending, they will be ready 

for reading books that use those GPCs.



Reading Practice in school
3 Sessions a week with a trained 

teacher or TA

To avoid overloading working memory 

each reading practice focuses on a 

different reading skill;

• Decoding 

• Prosody – (reading with meaning and 

intonation  - David Attenborough or story-

teller voice)

• Comprehension – understand the meaning of 

the text
To develop fluency the same book is used for each 

session and then is taken home to practice again. 



Reading books are carefully matched to children’s 

secure phonic knowledge and follow the progression. 



Children should be able to read a book at 

90% fluency.

Re-reading a book  they have had before

helps develop fluency – this is the goal.

Please do not worry that a book is too easy 

or they have read it before – developing  

fluency and confidence in reading comes 

through rereading. 

There are questions inside the back cover 

that could be used as a starting point for 

discussion.

Please make sure the books come back on 

Mondays. 

Decodeable Reading 
Practice Books



Children will also bring home a ‘sharing book’ 

from our class library each week.

These are books that are not matched to your child’s 

phonic ability.

To become lifelong readers, it is essential that children 

read for pleasure

They may not be able to read this book independently, 

but these books offer a wealth of opportunities for 

talking about story or information text as well as 

opportunities for VERBAL comprehension.

Enjoy the book together and  foster a love of reading  

“Pair and share”

Non Decodeable
Sharing Books



How can 
parents/carers help?

Please look at the Little Wandle videos and guidance 

for parents.

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-

parents/

Support children in learning the alphabetic code

Let your child “show off” their reading to you -

celebrate and praise all the way!

Share books with your children for pleasure.

Talk about your favourite childhood books.

Visit the Library, become a member, enjoy their 

events. 

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Thank you for joining us

Any Questions ?


